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SCVWA, is not within the current jurisdictional boundary 

of the SCVWA and requires annexation of the water utility 

site into the boundary of the SCVWA].  Of the 473 parcels, 

there are 450 single-family homes, 20 vacant parcels, two 

(2) schools, and one (1) Homeowner’s Association (HOA)-

owned landscaped area.  Of the 69 parcels (portions of 

parcels), there are 63 single-family homes, one (1) school, 

and five (5) HOA-owned landscaped areas.  There are no 

natural boundaries within the affected territory.  The 

topography consists of moderately flat to moderately steep 

terrain.  There are currently no flood control facilities 

within or adjacent to the affected territory. There is no 

change of land use and/or future planned development.  

 

Surrounding Territory: The affected territory is bordered by undeveloped open 

space to the west and single-family residences to the east. 

To the south is primarily undeveloped open space.  The 

properties to the north consist of water utilities, single-

family residences, and an elementary school. 

Landowners/Real Party/ 

Parties of Interest: There are multiple owners of record. 

 

Registered Voters: 1,391 registered voters as of November 4, 2020. 

 

Purpose/Background: The reason for the annexation as set forth in the application  

is for the Santa Clarita Valley Water Agency to comply 

with a requirement of Senate Bill 634, a bill which 

consolidated the former Castaic Lake Water Agency and 

the Newhall County Water District into the Santa Clarita 

Valley Water Agency, and which took effect on January 1, 

2018; and to comply with Condition No. 9 of the 

Application for Conditions No. 2018-01 to the Santa 

Clarita Valley Water Agency approved by the Commission 

on April 11, 2018.  The affected territory is composed of 

the area formerly served by the Valencia Water Company, 

which was purchased by the SCVWA on January 22, 2018.  

Because the affected territory is outside the jurisdictional 

boundaries of the SCVWA, the Commission imposed 

Condition No. 9 to require the SCVWA to file a proposal 

with LAFCO to annex the affected territory into the 

SCVWA. 
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Jurisdictional Changes:   The jurisdictional change that results from this proposal is 

the annexation of the affected territory into jurisdictional 

boundaries of the Santa Clarita Valley Water Agency. 

 

Within SOI: Yes. The affected area was incorporated into the SOI for 

the SCVWA by your Commission at the August 12, 2020 

LAFCO meeting consistent with the recommendations of 

the Municipal Service Review for the SCVWA. 

    

California Environmental The proposal is categorically exempt from CEQA pursuant 

Quality Act (CEQA) Clearance: to State CEQA Guidelines § 15061(b)(3) because it can be 

seen with certainty that there is no possibility that the 

annexation may have a significant effect on the 

environment.  In addition, this annexation is categorically 

exempt from CEQA pursuant to §15320 because the 

annexation implements a change in organization of a local 

agency where the changes do not change the geographical 

area in which previously existing powers are exercised.  A 

Categorical Exemption was adopted by the Santa Clarita 

Valley Water Agency, as lead agency, on December 18, 

2019, which was considered and adopted by your 

Commission, as responsible agency, on June 9, 2021. 

 

Additional Information: None. 
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CERTIFICATE OF FILING 

 

Pursuant to Government Code § 56020.6, a Certificate of Filing (COF) is “the document issued 

by the executive officer that confirms an application for a change of organization or 

reorganization has met submission requirements and is accepted for filing.” 

 

Upon reviewing the proposal for completeness, and pursuant to the requirements of Government 

Code § 56658, the Executive Officer issued the COF to the applicant on May 13, 2021.  In 

conjunction with the issuance of the COF, the Executive Officer set the public hearing date as 

Wednesday, June 9, 2021.  On June 9, 2021, the Commission approved Annexation 2019-08 to 

the SCVWA and set the protest hearing for July 14, 2021. 

 

FACTORS TO BE CONSIDERED PURSUANT TO GOVERNMENT § 56668: 

 

a. Affected population, territory and adjacent areas: 

The existing population is 1,939 residents as of December 1, 2020.  The population density is 

5.64 persons per acre. 

 

The estimated future population is 1,939 residents (no anticipated change).   

 

The affected territory is 344+/- acres.  The existing land use(s) include 513 single-family 

homes, 20 vacant parcels, three (3) schools, six (6) landscaped areas, and one (1) water utility 

site.  There is no proposed/future land use development. 

 

The assessed valuation is $388,419,032 as of December 1, 2020.   

 

The per capita assessed valuation is $1,129,125. 

 

On March 9, 2021, the County adopted a negotiated tax exchange resolution; all other 

involved public agencies have adopted a corresponding property tax transfer resolution.  

 

The topography of the affected territory is moderately flat to moderately steep terrain. 

 

There are no natural boundaries within or adjacent to the affected territory. 

 

There are no drainage basins on or near the affected territory. 

 

The nearest populated area is directly north and south of the affected territory.  The affected 

territory is likely to experience no growth in the next ten years.  The adjacent areas are likely 

to experience no growth in the next ten years. 
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b. Governmental Services and Controls:   

The affected territory includes 543 parcels [513 single-family homes, 20 vacant parcels, three 

(3) schools, six (6) landscaped area, and one (1) water utility site] which requires organized 

governmental services].  

The present cost and adequacy of government services and controls in the area are 

acceptable.  The probable effect of the proposed action and of alternative courses of action on 

the cost and adequacy of services and controls in the affected territory and adjacent areas is 

minimal. 

 

Potential enhanced services may be financed by general fund revenues, developer impact 

fees, community facilities districts, bonds, assessments, grants, and/or user fees. 

 

c. Proposed Action and Alternative Actions:   

The proposed action will have no effect on adjacent areas.  The proposed action will have no 

effect on mutual social and economic interests.  The proposal has no impact on the 

governmental structure of the County. 

 

The effect of alternate actions on mutual social and economic interests and on the local 

governmental structure of the County is minimal. 

 

d. Conformity with Commission Policies on Urban Development and Open Space Conversion 

Policies: 

      There are no conformance issues because the Commission has not adopted any policies 

      relative to providing planned, orderly, efficient patterns of urban development. 

 

There is no prime agricultural land within or adjacent to the affected territory.  The proposal 

conforms with the objectives in Government Code § 56377(a).  

 

The proposal does not involve the development of existing vacant lands for urban uses within 

the existing jurisdiction of a local agency or within the sphere of influence of a local agency. 

       

The proposal does not involve the development of existing non-prime agricultural lands for 

urban uses within the existing jurisdiction of a local agency or within the sphere of influence 

of a local agency.      

     

e. Agricultural Lands: 

There are no effects on agricultural lands, as defined by Government Code § 56016.  None of 

the land within the affected territory is currently used for the purpose of producing an 

agricultural commodity for commercial purpose, land left fallow under a crop rotation 

program, or land enrolled in an agricultural subsidy or set-aside program.  According to the 

California Department of Conservation, Division of Land Resource Protection, none of the 

land within the affected territory is subject to a Land Conservation Act (aka “Williamson 

Act”) contract nor in a Farmland Security Zone (California Land Conservation Act 2016-

2017 Status Report). 
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f. Boundaries: 

The boundaries of the affected territory have been clearly defined by the applicant, do not 

conform to lines of assessment or ownership, and have been reviewed and approved by 

LAFCO's GIS/Mapping Technician.  Of the total of 543 parcels, one (1) parcel (APN: 2826 

009 104) consists of a large parcel (open space, mountainous area).  Instead of annexing the 

entire parcel, SCVWA is requesting that only the water utility site be annexed into the 

SCVWA.  

 

As a special district annexation, the proposal has no impact on existing city-county 

boundaries, nor does it create islands or corridors of unincorporated territory. 

 

g. Regional Transportation Plan: 

The Southern California Associated Governments (SCAG) adopted its 2020-2045 Regional 

Transportation Plan (RTP) and Sustainable Communities Strategy (SCS) pursuant to 

Government Code § 65080.  The closest highway to the annexation is part of the RTP and 

SCS’s State Highway improved program.  The closest highway in the RTP/SCS is the 

Interstate 5 (I-5) Freeway, which is approximately 0.87 miles or 4,650 feet from the affected 

territory.   

 

h. Consistency with Plans: 

The proposal is consistent with the existing Santa Clarita Valley Area Plan designation of 

one single-family dwelling with a minimum lot size of 5,000 square feet (R-1-5000), single-

family residential with a minimum lot size of 5,00 square feet (A-2-5), and open space (O-S). 

 

The affected territory is not within the boundaries of any Specific Plan. 

 

Pre-zoning is not a requirement for a special district proposal. 

 

i. Sphere of Influence: 

The affected territory is within the Sphere of Influence of the Santa Clarita Valley Water 

Agency. 

 

j. Comments from Public Agencies: 

Staff did not receive any significant comments from public agencies or any resolutions 

raising objections from any affected agency. 

 

k. Ability to Provide Services: 

The affected territory is already being served by the Santa Clarita Valley Water Agency.  

 

l. Timely Availability of Water Supplies: 

There are no known issues regarding water supply or delivery.  The Santa Clarita Valley 

Water Agency already provides retail water service to customers within the affected territory. 
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m. Regional Housing Needs: 

As a special district annexation, the proposal will not affect any city, nor the county, in 

achieving their respective fair share of the regional housing needs as determined by the 

Southern California Association of Governments (SCAG).     
 

n. Comments from Landowners, Voters, or Residents: 

Staff did not receive any significant comments from landowners, voters, or residents. 

 

o. Land Use Designations 

The proposal is consistent with the existing Santa Clarita Valley Area Plan designation of 

one single-family dwelling with a minimum lot size of 5,000 (R-1-5000), single-family 

residential with a minimum lot size of 5,00 square feet (A-2-5), and open space (O-S). 

 

The proposal is consistent with the existing Santa Clarita Valley Area Plan zoning 

designation of Heavy Agricultural (A-2), Single-family Residential (R-1), and Open Space 

(O-S). 

 

p. Environmental Justice: 

The proposal makes no representations relating to exclusions of peoples of any race, culture, 

income and/or national origin with respect to the location of public facilities and public 

services, to ensure a healthy environment for all people such that the effects of the pollution 

are not disproportionately borne by any particular populations or communities. 

 

There are no Disadvantaged Unincorporated Communities (DUCs) within or adjacent to the 

affected territory according to data obtained and extracted from the Census Bureau of the 

United States Department of Commerce 2014-2018 American Community Survey (ACS).   

 

q. Hazard Mitigation Plan: 

The County of Los Angeles All-Hazard Mitigation Plan (approved February 24, 2014) 

establishes the County’s emergency policies and procedures in the event of a disaster and 

addresses allocation of resources and protection of the public in the event of an emergency. 

 

The Safety Element of the General Plan for the County of Los Angeles (approved October 6, 

2015) addresses reduction of the potential risk of death, injuries, and economic damages 

resulting from natural and man-made hazards.   

 

The affected territory is within a Very High Fire Hazard Zone pursuant to maps published by 

the California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection (Cal Fire).  The affected territory 

is within the maps that identify State Responsibility Area (SRA).  Both the County of Los 

Angeles All-Hazard Mitigation Plan and the Safety Element of the General Plan include 

information relating to mitigation and management of wildfire and fire hazard severity 

zones. 
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ADDITIONAL FACTORS TO BE CONSIDERED PURSUANT TO GOVERNMENT  

CODE § 56668.3: 

 

a) District Annexation or City Detachment: 

         The proposed action involves a district annexation. 

 

(1) Interest in landowners/inhabitants, district annexations: 

The proposed action will be for the interest of the landowners and/or present and/or 

future inhabitants within the district and within the affected territory. 

 

(2) Interest in landowners/inhabitants, city detachments: 

The proposed action will be for the interest of the landowners and/or present and/or 

future inhabitants within the city and within the affected territory. 

 

(3) Any factors which may be considered by the commission provided in Section 56668: 

The Commission has addressed the factors in Government Code § 56668, subsections (a) 

through (q), above. 

 

(4) Any resolution raising objections to the action that may be filed by an affected agency: 

No affected agency has filed a resolution raising objections to the proposed action. 

 

(5) Any other matters which the commission deems material. 

There are no additional matters which the commission deems material to the proposed 

action. 

 

REGIONAL GROWTH CONSIDERED PURSUANT TO GOVERNMENT  

CODE § 56668.5: 

 

The Southern California Associated Governments (SCAG) adopted its 2020-2045 Regional 

Transportation Plan (RTP) and Sustainable Communities Strategy (SCS) pursuant to 

Government Code § 65080.   

 

Regional growth goal and policies were not a consideration of the proposed action. 

 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION/OTHER MATTERS (RELEVANT TO THE 

PROPOSAL): 

 

None. 

 

CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT (CEQA) CLEARANCE:   

 

On June 9, 2021, your Commission found the proposal to be categorically exempt from the 

provisions of CEQA pursuant to State CEQA Guidelines § 15061(b)(3) because it can be seen 

with certainty that there is no possibility that the annexation may have a significant effect on the 
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environment.  In addition, this annexation is categorically exempt from CEQA pursuant to 

§15320 because the annexation implements a change in organization of a local agency where the 

changes do not change the geographical area in which previously existing powers are exercised.  

A Categorical Exemption was adopted by the Santa Clarita Valley Water Agency, as lead 

agency, on December 18, 2019. 

 

PROTEST HEARING NOTICE 

LAFCO staff published a protest hearing notice in the Daily Commerce on Monday, June 14, 

2021, pursuant to Government Code section 56157(h). The publication in the Daily Commerce 

satisfied all legal requirements for protest hearing notice pursuant to State Law. 

 

Additional Protest Hearing Notice:  In addition to the published notice in the Daily Commerce 

on June 14, 2021, LAFCO staff published the protest hearing notice in The Signal on June 16, 

2021.  
 

Pursuant to Government Code § 56157(h), “[i]f the total number of notices required to be mailed 

in accordance with subdivisions (d) and (f) exceeds 1,000, then notice may instead be provided 

by publishing a display advertisement of at least one-eighth page in a newspaper, as specified in 

§ 56153, at least 21 days prior to the protest hearing.”  There are approximately 2,900 

landowners and registered voters within the affected territory. The foregoing publications in both 

the Daily Commerce and in The Signal met and exceeded these statutory requirements.  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

CONCLUSION: 

 

Staff recommends approval of the proposal as a logical and reasonable extension of the Santa 

Clarita Valley Water Agency which will be for the interest of landowners and/or present and/or 

future inhabitants within the Santa Clarita Valley Water Agency and within the annexation 

territory.  

 

RECOMMENDED ACTION: 

 

1. Open the protest hearing and receive written protests; 

 

2. Close the protest hearing; 

 

3. Instruct the Executive Officer, pursuant to Government Code § 57075, to determine the 

value of written protests filed and not withdrawn and report back to the Commission with 

the results; and 

 

4. Based upon the results of the protest hearing, adopt a resolution either terminating the 

annexation proceedings if a majority protest exists pursuant to Government Code § 

57078, or ordering Annexation No. 2019-08 to the Santa Clarita Valley Water Agency 

(Valencia Water Company) directly, or ordering the annexation subject to confirmation 

by the registered voters of the affected territory.   

























 

 

 

 

 

June 23, 2021 

 

The Honorable Governor Gavin Newsom                             

State of California 

State Capitol Building 

Sacramento, CA  95814 

 

 

RE:  Request to Sign AB 1581 

Assembly Local Government Committee Omnibus Bill 

 

Dear Governor Newsom: 

 

The Local Agency Formation Commission for the County of Los Angeles (LA LAFCO or 

Commission) respectfully requests that you sign Assembly Bill 1581 (Assembly Local 

Government Committee) which is now before you for action. AB 1581 makes changes and 

clarifications to the Cortese-Knox-Hertzberg Local Government Reorganization Act of 2000.  

 

This bill includes technical changes to the Act which governs the work of local agency 

formation commissions. These changes are necessary as commissions implement the Act 

and small inconsistencies are found or clarifications are needed to make the law as 

unambiguous as possible. AB 1581 makes several minor technical changes, corrects 

obsolete and incorrect code references, and makes minor updates to outdated sections. 

Without making any policy changes, the revised language greatly clarifies the laws and 

eliminates outdated and confusing language thereby creating a significant increase in the 

clarity of the Act for all stakeholders.   

 

Because this legislation helps ensure that the Cortese-Knox-Hertzberg Act remains a vital 

and practical law that is consistently applied around the state, and clearer to all who use the 

Act, we respectfully urge you to sign AB 1581. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

Jerry Gladbach 

Chair 

 

 

 
cc: Honorable Cecilia Aguiar-Curry, Chair, Assembly Local Government Committee 

 Jimmy MacDonald, Consultant, Assembly Local Government Committee 

 Ronda Paschal, Deputy Legislative Secretary to the Governor  

 Pamela Miller, Executive Director, CALAFCO 
 

 






